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Capitalizing  on the familiarity and influence of Thomas Paine’s “Common Sense” pamphlets that provided American colonists 
with exposure to the conversation of great thinkers in the pre-Revolutionary period, this paper assumes the name COMMON 
SENSE II.  Similarly, today’s series of pamphlets strives to give a direct response to great political events and ideas of our time.  
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All of Us 
By Brian Vroman 

E Pluribus Unum.  Out of many, one.  This is the 
official motto of the Unit-
ed States of America.  We 
are not one tribe or ethnic 
group.  Americans have 
roots in all nations, all eth-
nicities, all religions.  
When I was in the United 
States Army, I served 

alongside soldiers who were Black, White, Asian, 
Mexican-American, Puerto Rican, Native Ameri-
can, and others.  What binds us together is not 
shared ethnicity, but acceptance of the Constitu-
tion. 

The color of one’s skin doesn’t matter—or it 
shouldn’t.  Black people 
have been here since 1619, 
Native Americans have 
always been here, and ge-
netic studies in Mexico 
have indicated that, on av-
erage, between 85 and 90 
percent of DNA in the 
Mexican population stems 
from Native populations, with the remainder origi-
nating in Europe and Africa.  And remember, Tex-
as, Arizona, New Mexico, parts of Nevada, and 

California were all once part of Mexico.  (Much of 
this territory was taken in 
the so-called “Mexican 
War,” a war which was op-
posed at the time by many 
prominent Americans, in-
cluding a young, one-term 
Congressman named Abra-
ham Lincoln.)  The point is 
that America is not a “White” nation.  It never was.  
But some people don’t get it. 

So, let’s talk about the southern border, and let’s be 
honest.  If the refugees in El Paso were Germans or 
Swedes, would there be such animosity directed at 
them?  Of course not!  They would not be left to 
shiver on the sidewalks.  They would be welcomed 
with open arms!  The reason for all the hype about 
the border—and the reason one political party has 
been successful in using immigration as a political 
wedge issue—is that the people fleeing hardship 
and seeking a better life in this land of opportunity 
are mostly brown. 

This bigotry flies in the face of our national motto.  
Again, the color of one’s skin should not matter 
and would not matter were it not for racism and 
bigotry.  It is time for us as a nation to move be-
yond this.  We can—and must—do better.  Re-
member, we are out of many, one.  E Pluribus Un-
um. 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS:  GET INVOLVED AND GET IT DONE! 

 

Event                 Date /Time            Location 
 

          DFL Office Open      Tues. & Thurs.  2:00-5:00 DFL Headquarters 
DFL Central Committee Meets    4th Monday  6:30  Hybrid 
DFL Social Club & Lunch    1st Wednesday Noon  DFL Headquarters 
Progressive Caucus     1st Wednesday After Lunch DFL Headquarters 
2nd Harvest Volunteer Time    2nd Wednesday 1:30-3:30 2nd Harvest 
Deadline for Common Sense II     May 1,2023    conray@arvig.net  

https://live.staticflickr.com/1169/528536626_8148702c48_b.jpg 

https://www.thesociologicalcinema.com/

https://2.bp.blogspot.com/-sHU_ZN3Vbqk/XJOiDeEi-2I/

AAAAAAAA1OE/49M6SCJPtoseqjJwMs4QcrXafQ2QfOnxg

CLcBGAs/s1600/mexicancessiontreatylandsmap.jpg 
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   Ending Hatred and Violence; Building a 
More Just Society 

By Vicki Andrews 

I wish I were imaging it, but statistics tell me I’m 
not.  Hatred and violence are increasing through-
out our country,  Groups of people are joining to-
gether based on their hatred of other groups of 
people.  The hatred becomes violence:  knives are 
drawn; guns are fired; people are killed.  Those 
who survive want to “get even,” so more knives 
are drawn, more guns are fired, and more people 
are killed.  Those being killed and those doing the 
killing seem to get younger and younger with eve-
ry event  It’s not unusual to see gangs of teens and 
young adults attacking each other with deadly 
force.  Mass shootings are happening on a regular 
basis—in schools, in churches, in grocery stores or 
shopping malls.  At this writing, thus far this year 
we have had 77 mass shootings in only 55 days!  
There were 647 of them in 2022. 

Doing some research for this article, I found inter-
esting and disturbing 
ideas on what’s hap-
pening and why.  
According to Conrad 
Seldana, a writer, 
mentor, trainer, edu-
cator, and consult-
ant, “Trust forms the 
basis of all relation-

ships.”  He goes on to say that “We no longer trust 
each other; we feel afraid of each other.  Today our 
trust stands shredded in almost every area of our 
life.”  Many people feel let down by others (peers, 
parents, teachers).  Anger wells up and a spark 
may be enough to transform anger into hate.  If a 
gun is available, it’s a short step to another shoot-
ing. 

Unfortunately, in our society, guns are often very 
available, and many of the guns are high capacity 
semi-automatic varieties, just right for killing or 
injuring many 
people at a time.  
Other experts on 
the subject, in-
cluding Frank 
Vento and Francis 
Collins, suggest 
that certain ma-
nipulative politi-
cal leaders use this distrust and anger to draw vul-
nerable people to their side, evoke a sense of right-
eous anger or fear of a potential threat. 

What can we do to begin to resolve this problem 

 

 that is causing such fear and destruction across our 
country?  One obvious step that must be taken is 
some type of a reduction in the availability of and 
access to the most dangerous guns.  We must 
begin to talk about and acknowledge our differ-
ences and begin to build bridges.  One issue that 
has led to hatred and violence is a lack of under-
standing of those who are different from us.  We 
must spend time learning and understanding the 
history and experience of all nationalities, of all 
races, of all religions.  We need to openly and hon-
estly acknowledge white privilege and speak up 
when we see injustice.  In addition, we must speak 
up and challenge racism and speak up when we see 
discrimination and/or injustice.  Every time and 
with conviction. 

We must learn or relearn compassion.  Compas-
sion is defined as “sympathetic 
pity and concern for suffering 
and misfortune of others….it 
motivates people to go out of 
their way to relieve the physi-
cal, mental, and emotional 
pain of others.”  Without feel-
ing compassion for others, es-
pecially for those who are 
“different” from ourselves—
whether that difference be col-
or of skin, ethnicity, religious 
beliefs, sexual identity, or any 
of the many differences humans experience—we 
are lost.  Anger and hatred will continue to lead to 
violence and division until we are consumed. 

As the Dalai Lama says so eloquently: 

May I become at all times, both 
now and forever, a Protector for 
those without protection, 

A guide for those who have lost 
their way, A ship for those with 
oceans to cross, A bridge for those 
with rivers to cross 

A sanctuary for those in danger, A 
lamp for those without light, 

A place of refuge for those who lack 
shelter and a servant to all in need. 

For as long as space endures, and 
for as long as living beings remain, 
Until then may I, too, abide to dis-
pel the misery of the world. 

  

  --from Heart to Heart:  A Conversation on 
Love and Hope for Our Precious Planet, 
Patrick McDonnel 

https://4.bp.blogspot.com/-6S4va-S6ezI/UFjx2jevIkI/AAAAAAAAAos/cWfJjyoSENg/

https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/usappblog/files/2017/08/Klein-Quote-700x350.png 

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/

thumb/c/cd/Dalai_Lama_1997.jpg/440px-

Dalai_Lama_1997.jpg 
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 ter WWII made such a war impossible. 

It was part of the continuing war of capitalism vs. 
communism that had continued since the Russian 
Revolution in 1917.  Communism was seen as a 
direct threat to capitalism and, as such, must be 
defeated. 

Since fascism accommodates capitalism so easily, 
many of the rich and powerful actually preferred 
fascism to communism.  They may not have cared 
for Hitler’s tactics as the leader, but the other con-
cepts of fascism did not bother them (see Charles 
Lindberg, Henry Ford, and many American busi-
nesses and corporations). 

After not being able to continue a hot war against 
communism, America and the European allies 
waged a Cold War, creating a powerful CIA and 
an arms race with the goal of wiping out com-
munism. 

We now seem to be resuming that Cold War men-
tality, using Ukraine as a 
proxy battlefield to con-
front Russia, and winning 
once and for all.  It is like 
taking care of an old 
grudge. 

Although capitalism has 
become even more domi-
nant in the US and West-
ern Europe and much of the world and com-
munism is no longer the dominant official ideolo-
gy within Russia, perhaps this confrontation can 
be more clearly defined as a competition between 
the Western Oligarchs an Eastern Oligarchs, each 
seeking world domination. 

This, however, has little to do with the ordinary 
folks like most of us, although we are expected not 
only to finance the war but also to support it.  This 
has been accomplished by a media blitz to call on 
American patriotism.  It has called up all the old 
Soviet ghosts, especially from the Cold War years 
and from years dating back to the early teens of 
the 20 Century.  It is still presented as democracy 
vs. totalitarianism, but the US is now more of an 
oligarchy than a democracy, and Putin is not a Sta-
lin.  The support of the American public is nearly 
irresistible, especially since no American lives are 
at stake.  Our tax money pours into the military-
industrial complex and the oil companies to re-
place Russian oil in Europe.  Anyone who opposes 
the war practically takes their lives in their own 
hands.  Our futures are put at risk in our push for a 
win. 

(Continued on page 4) 

  Is There an Adult in the Room? 
By Bob Passi 

War has its own powerful draw, and in America 
war against Russia or China even more so.  So, we 
work our way toward a confrontation with Russia 
in the Ukraine.  We are 
so eager to prove the 
superiority of capitalism 
and to fulfill our strange 
macho needs that we 
completely ignore the 
1,000-pound gorilla of 
potential nuclear war in 
the room.  Those with 
the most to gain work 
mightily to distract us 
from that nuclear reality 
to fuel the war and dis-
courage diplomacy as a solution.  But the latest 
check of the Doomsday Clock finds we are in 
worse shape than ever; it is now at 90 seconds 
from midnight—the doomsday of nuclear holo-
caust.  No reasonable leader would risk that, if 
given the alternative of a negotiated solution. 

Continuing to push Russia into a corner is to risk 
an escalation into nuclear weapons and potential 
nuclear war.  In that context, American acceptable 
losses include you and me, not the rich and power-
ful.  In this calculus, we are expendable as is the 
environment of the planet. 

In the past, the US was seen as the adult in the 
room:  the one who found a diplomatic solution to 
the Cuban Missile Crisis and who saw war—
especially nuclear war—as an unacceptable solu-
tion to crisis.  In the case of the Cuban Missile 
Crisis, Khrushchev, the Soviet leader, also acted 
as another adult eager and willing to find a solu-
tion. 

Our involvement in the current war in Ukraine be-
gan as a means to assist Ukraine in its defense 
against Russian incursions, but it has morphed into 
a war of NATO and the US against Russia. 

This current war in Ukraine is seen by some as the 
opportunity to finish what they wanted to do after 
Germany fell in WWII, even though the USSR, at 
an incredible cost in Russian lives and devastation, 
single-handedly saved the Allies, especially West-
ern Europe, from the threat of Hitler and Fascism 
before the Western allies were ready to open an 
Western front.  After Hitler was defeated, some of 
the powerful leaders within the Western allies 
dreamed of continuing the war by turning on the 
USSR to wipe out Communism; however, the 
dominant strength of the Red Army in Europe af-

https://images-wixmp-ed30a86b8c4ca887773594c2.wixmp.com/

f/6c5b0ded-1685-4876-85cd-f8f229baeb04/d5uqd1g-5c958b08-cd3b-

https://counterinformation.files.wordpress.com/2020/11/new-cold-
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 Roberts stated that the election of a mixed-race 
President was proof that America had cured itself 
of racism.  No, that is not the case; racism still has 
a strong presence in the United States. 

For the most part, I don’t think that people gener-
ally understand the words that dominate the cul-
ture wars: 

 

Woke:  an awareness of 
social and tribal bias, 

 

Race:  we are all one 
race—homo sapiens, re-
gardless of the amount of melatonin in our skin. 

 

Tribes:   how people identify by association  

 Historical origins such as Northern Europe-
ans, Africans, Slaves, Arabians 

 Religions such as Catholic Lutheran, Mus-
lim 

 Political affiliations such as Democrat, Re-
publican, Libertarian, Socialist 

 Generation such as baby boomer, the great-
est generation, Gen Z, millennial 

 Athletic team such as Vikings, Steelers, 
Twin, Cowboys, Yankees.  (I belong to sev-
eral tribes:  Social Democrat, secular Chris-
tian, Viking, Teamsters, among others.  
Surely, we can find common ground some-
where.) 

 

Critical Race Theory:  the study of laws and reg-
ulations written to exclude a certain tribe.   

 

Intersectionality:  In 1989, Kimberle Crenshaw 
advanced the theory that who a person is is a 
product of the influence in his or her life.  The 
intersection of religion, tribe, sex, gender, 
school, society all determine the person. 
 

I just finished reading an article by Henry Louis 
Gates, Jr. that gave me insight to why the war 
against tribalism is being lost; here is a link to that 
essay:  https://www.nytimes.com/2023/02/17/
opinion/desantis-florida-african-american-studies-
black-history.html. 
 

What I learned about Mildred Lewis Rutherford 
opened my eyes to the visceral tribalism that some 
have based simply on how much melatonin is in 
your skin. 

  

Do we really think that Russia will accept defeat 
without using the nuclear possibilities in its arse-
nal?  Would we if confronted with a Russian victo-
ry over this nation?  This is dreaming.  This is the 

worst kind of magical 
thinking.  Continuing to 
poke the enemy in the 
eye is hardly a viable 
way to end a conflict. 

Why not use diplomacy 
to find a solution?  Can 
we not get our macho 
national pride under con-

trol enough to see that the alternatives are too 
risky?  We have already destroyed much of 
Ukraine and its populace in our proxy war.  If for 
no other reason than to save what is left, why not 
find a workable solution? 

This decision is ultimately about preventing a nu-
clear threat to the survival of the ordinary people 
and the planet.  It is beyond winners and losers; it 
is about resolving a volatile issue without putting 
more human life and even the survival of the plan-
et at risk.  It will take an adult in the room to get 
past the posting and posturing to find some ration-
al solution.  Wars only destroy people and proper-
ty, and they almost never provide a winner and a 
loser.  Mostly they leave damaged and unhappy 
participants and enough resentment to fuel another 
conflict.     

Let’s put our egos, our national pride, and our 
macho attitudes aside and 
act like the adult nation we 
have always presented our-
selves to be in the eyes of 
the world.  Let’s find a ne-
gotiated solution and move 
the Doomsday Clock back 
from its current position of 90 seconds. 

This is an adult moment to stop the games and find 
real solutions. 

 

Words and Culture 
By Stephen Fuller 

I have been trying to compose my thoughts on the 
on-going culture war that is ripping American so-
ciety apart.  It is all about words and phrases:  
word like woke, race, intersectionality, and terms 
like critical race theory and dog whistle.   

Thinking back to the 1860’s and the Civil War, I 
have concluded that while the North won the bat-
tle, the South is winning the war.  Chief Justice 

(Continued from page 3) 

https://redoubtnews.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/
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 gas and oil and have learned quite well how to 
prosper without trading with Europe or the US. 

I believe that those who bombed the pipelines act-
ed in desperation as they saw the unipolar world 
dominated so long by the US being transformed 
into a multipolar world.  They seem not to under-
stand that the Ukrainian war and the bombing of 
the pipelines are only speeding up the transfor-
mation. 

You can read Hersh’s article at:   

 www.seymourhersh.substack.com/p/how-america 
and see him interviewed on Democracy Now, Feb-
ruary 15, 2023. 

 

“Can’t We All Just Get Along?” 
By Valerie Conner 

Rodney King asked the right question.  Just think 
of how much further we could have pro-
gressed as a civilization if we stopped 
badgering one another for superficial 
reasons and allowed people to reach 
their potentials.  For millennia women 
and those of a less privileged class and 

those from somewhere else have been denied a 
chance to contribute all they were capable of.   

Now some of those people are getting a chance.  
That means that those traditionally privileged may 
have to try harder to keep up.  I think that is what 
is truly behind much of this white supremacy non-
sense.  My psych prof in college said that students 
want to be superlative about something—good or 
bad; if they can’t excel as an honor student, they’ll 
try to be the class clown or the naughtiest one in 
class.  (Maybe that’s why the Previous Guy always 
speaks in the superlative.)  Many of the suprema-
cists see their dreams and hence their sense of self-
worth diminishing, so they lash out at those they 
see as competition.  

Until everyone has and perceives themselves as 
having at least an even playing field for achieving 
their goals, we will have vilification of “the other.”  
It is up to us to insist on fairness in our society.    

 How America Blew Up the Nord Stream 
Pipelines 
By David Alban 

The Nord Stream 1 and Nord Stream 2 natural gas 
pipelines, largely 
Russian owned, 
transport natural 
gas from Russia to 
Germany through 
the Baltic Sea.  At 
least they did until 
September 26, 

2022, when they were blown up. 

Seymour Hersh, one of the most important and 
credible investigative journalists of the last five 
decades, just published an article claiming clearly 
and emphatically that the US blew up the Nord 
Stream gas pipelines.  More specifically, this act of 
war was instigated by President Biden and those 
he tasked with planning the operation.  Those in-
volved in the planning were Secretary of State An-
thony Blinken, National Security Advisor Jake 
Sullivan, and Undersecretary of State for Policy 
Victoria Nuland. 

Biden’s spokesperson’s response to Hersh’s accu-
sation was to issue a tepid denial—no surprise 
here.  Meanwhile, those tasked with planning the 
operation are bragging about how good it is for the 
US that the pipelines have been blown up.  That 
the US mainstream media largely refuses to ad-
dress Hersh’s accusation but simply parrot the 
nonsense that Russia blew up their own pipelines 
is part of the reason that I and millions of other 
Americans no longer trust the mainstream media. 

The German gov-
ernment, which, 
along with Rus-
sia, put billions 
into the construc-
tion of the pipe-
lines, is now ex-
periencing sky-
high energy pric-
es.  They now 
know that their NATO “ally,” the US, blew up 
their pipelines with this act of war.  Why the Ger-
man government is not outraged by this attack on 
their pipelines shows their complete subservience 
to the US.  Instead, they voted along with the US 
and the rest of NATO to impose more sanctions on 
Russia.  Anyone not brain-dead knows that blow-
back from the sanctions is creating havoc in Eu-
rope.  Meanwhile, Russia has found other coun-
tries—China and India, for example—to buy their 

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/58/Nordstream.png 
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